Pathological conditions have not been very closely studied in relation to their effects upon the teeth, and we find our knowledge of them somewhat obscure.
A great many writers have seemingly rested their conclusions upon the merest hypotheses, or upon the views of preceding writers, which we are often unable to trace to any specific observations sufficient to render their opinions authoritative.
What is known of the pathological chemistry of the secretions is much scattered in different works, so that it is difficult to collect them, and often their great variance renders the formation of correct conclusions impossible. It is well known that the teeth are harder in old age than in youth ; that the texture of the teeth becomes firmer as age advances. It has also been noticed repeatedly that the teeth are liable to considerable fluctuation in this respect; that teeth which had previously been noticed to be very firm in texture are afterward observed to be quite soft.
This softening has been noticed more as occurring in pregnancy than in any other condition, and has been attributed to the withdrawal of the lime salts to build up the bones of the foetus.
It is very generally supposed that the reason for this drain is to be fonnd in the lack of lime salts taken with the food. 
